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The 6th WASWAC World Conference was Successfully Held
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The opening ceremony

The 6th WASWAC World Conference was successfully convened in Rabat, Morocco, from 15 to
17 September 2025. This conference was organized by the World Association of Soil and Water
Conservation (WASWAC) and hosted by the National Institute of Agricultural Research (INRA).
Supporting institutions included the Chinese Society of Soil and Water Conservation (CSSWC),
FAO Global Soil Partnership (GSP), the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry
Areas (ICARDA), OCP Nutricrops, International Water Management Institute (IWMI), African
Plant Nutrition Institute (APNI), Institut agronomique et vé&inaire Hassan -1l (IAV Hassan-ll),
Université Mohammed VI Polytechniqgue (UM6P), National School of Agriculture of Meknes
(ENA), Shenyang Agricultural University (SYAU), Jiangxi Academy of Water Science and Engi-
neering (JAWSE), Institute of Soil and Water Conservation of CAS & MWR.
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At the opening ceremony held on 15 September, Prof. Duihu Ning, President of WASWAC, Prof.
Leonardus Vergutz, Chief Scientific Officer of OCP Nutricrops, and Dr. Vinay Nangia, head of

the research team at the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas
(ICARDA) attender and delivered welcoming addresses. Dr. Lifeng Li, Director of the FAO Land

and Water Division, delivered a video address, emphasizing that soil erosion is not merely an
environmental issue but also poses a direct threat to food security, drinking water quality, rural
livelihoods, and ecosystem resilience.

This theme of this conference is OResilient La
Adaptive Soil and Water Conservation (RISE-SWC) 6. Attending experts a
in-depth exchanges and discussions on key topics: Impact of climate change on soil erosion and
coping strategies; The role of water resources management in addressing climate change; Chal-
lenges and opportunities of land use planning and management in the context of climate change;
Integration of traditional wisdom and modern technology in soil and water management; Social

and economic considerations in soil and water management; Strategic shifts in soil and water

conservation practices and technologies to address climate change; Monitoring and early warn-
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Prof. Duihu Ning , the president of WASWAC Dr. Rachid Moussadek, Senior Scientist and
delivered the welcome address Specialist in Soil and Sustainable Intensifica-

tion moderate the conference

q ™
WASWAC
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Jorer Corsenction | RISE-SWC

Dr. Redouane Arrach, Secretary-General of the  Dr. Augusto Becerra, Deputy Director General
GS. Ministry of Agriculture made a speech at the International Center for Agricultural Re-
search in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) made a

speech

ing mechanisms in soil and water management.
In two keynote panels themed "Climate Change and Soil-Water Security" and "Embedding Soill
Health and Smart Water Management at the Core of Sciencebased Policy Development, Innova-

tive Funding, and Agricultural Research Priorities”, Prof. Duihu Ning, President of WASWAC,

World Association of Soil and Wate%mie?ﬁalion
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Prof. Leonardus Vergiiz, Chief Scientific Of- Dr. Lifeng Li, Director of the FAO Land and

ficer of OCP Nutricrops made a speech Water Division made a speech

Innovations arm

Soil and Water

Dr. Kaushik Majumdar, Director General at Mr. Alexandre Huyh, FAO Representative in
African Plant Nutrition Institute (APNI) made Morocco made a speech
a speech

Prof. Leonardus Vergutz, Chief Scientific Officer of the OCP Nutricrops, Prof. Nangia Vinay,
Dirctor of GCZSC-UM6P, Dr. Kaushik Majumdar, Director General of APNI, Dr. Vinay Nangia,
Research Team Leader of ICARDA, Prof. Baoyuan Liu, Vice President of WASWAC, and Tarik
Benabdelouahab, Head of Department in INRA, attended discussion. They emphasized the role
of technological innovation in controlling soil erosion and reducing the agricultural carbon foot-

print, while calling for enhanced international cooperation and effective measures to combat land

World Association of Soil and Wa&qnsg%ion
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degradation and desertification, thereby safeguarding soil and water resources.

St bneman

St __.E:h -

h Priorities

Frnt. Baovenn Lie
Vine Frasident. waswao

B Tarih Banabhd.
Rt I —

ki
xS

Keynote panel

World Association of Soil and Wate%ans&éalion



HOT NEWS  ISSUE 09/2025 WASWAC News

The conference invited 17 keynote

presentations, and arranged 99 oral presentations and 81
poster presentations.
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Reporting in each sub-topic meeting room
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Engaged and interactive audience

In line with the conference theme, five side events were held during the conference, FAO Side
event: Launch of International Network on Soil Erosion -INSER, New visions for sustainable soils
in Africa, Soil assessment and management for a resilient landscape in Africa, New initiatives for

sustainable farming system and soils health and feedback from NARS and partners, PRIMA EU.

World Association of Soil and Wa&qnsg%ion
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These sessions delved into integrating soil erosion prevention into public policy, global soil ero-
sion mapping initiatives, integrated watershed management, and global soil erosion research and

monitoring. They offered fresh perspectives for soil conservation strategies across Africa, the

Mediterranean area, and the whole world.

The conference recognized award winners for two types of communication. There were 10 recipi-
ents for Oral presentations, including Dr. Hongming Zhang, Dr. Manuel La Licata, Dr. Qianxi

Yang, Dr. Yin Chen, Dr. Rim Tehraoui, Dr. Jo& L.M. Pedroso de Lima, Dr. Hamza Laaich, Dr.
Oumaima Iben Halima, Dr. Hatim Sanad, Dr. Laura Pedretti. For Poster presentations, 4 winners

were evaluated, including Dr. Xiaojie Zhang, Dr. l.louloudakis , Dr. Hang Xu, Dr. Lamanehouda.

World Association of Soil and WaMion
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On the 17th, some conference participants undertook a field visit to the regional center for agro-
nomic research of Kenitra. The purpose of this visit was to gain insight into its practices in sus-

tainable soil and water management, particularly through a citrus cultivation platform dedicated
to the transfer of innovative technologies.

The Director of the Regional Centre for Agronomic Research of Kenitra, Mr. Hassan BENAOU-
DA, outlined their research programmes and their principal outcomes. His presentation high-

lighted progress across multiple domains: improvement and conservation of citrus genetic re-
sources; pest and disease control (plant pathology, virology, entomology, fungicides, weed sci-

ence); agricultural techniques (fertilisation, irrigation); application of digital and precision agri-

culture in citrus cultivation; and socio -economic aspects.
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Field trip

Subsequently, Mr. Abdellah Elaissaoui and his team demonstrated an innovative, low -cost preci-
sion irrigation management technique. This solution, validated through farmer trials, achieves

water savings of 20% to 30%.
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The Youth Training was Held Post -Conference
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Following the 6th WASWAC World Conference, on September 18 and 19, 2025, a special training
aimed to equip participants with the knowledge and practical skills to face soil erosion and wa-

ter scarcity, two of the most pressing environmental challenges of our time, was held with the
titl owtfhoCapacity for Resilient Soil and Water
The two-day programme systematically covered three key areas include soil erosion by water at

the global and regional levels, innovative modelling tools for soil and water conservation, and
innovative tools for soil and water conservation research. This comprehensive approach expand-

ed the knowledge base of young researchers and enhanced their capacity to address soil and wa-

ter conservation challenges within the context of climate change.
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Opening remarks & objectives of the Training keynote speaker Prof. Ghaouti Lamiae-INRA &
Prof. Duihu Ning -WASWAC/IRTCES

Prof. Valentin Golosov-Moscow State Univer- Dr. Dennis C. Flanagan-Purdue University at-
sity made a keynote presentation tended the training session and delivered a

keynote presentation

World Association of Soil and Water Consetjv%tion

































